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Meeting Date: 9/3/2013 Type: Presentation 

  

 
Call to Podium: 
Michele R. Potter, Director, Parks, Recreation and Culture 
 
 
Agenda Item Title: 
Introduction of New Parks, Recreation and Culture Employees – Lauren Neal and Shellie Williams 
 
 
Responsible Staff and Department: 
Michele R. Potter, Director, Parks, Recreation and Culture 
 

 
Desired Outcome from Council: 
Welcome new staff. 
 

Public Hearing History 
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Public Hearing Date:   
Record Held Open Date:   
Policy Discussion Date:   
Anticipated Adoption Date:   
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Supporting Background Information: 
 
Lauren Neal joined the Arts and Events Division of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department as a full-time 
Recreation Program Coordinator II on August 5.   In the year and half prior to that, she served the City in a 
part-time capacity.  
 
Lauren comes to the City of Gaithersburg from Howard County Department of Recreation and Parks, where 
she spent three years as an event planner and had a lead role in coordinating the very successful “Wine in the 
Woods” event.   
 
She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Recreation and Leisure Studies from Shepherd University, and 
is currently enrolled in the Event Management Certificate Program at George Washington University.   She 
lives in Sykesville with her husband, and enjoys playing sports and the outdoors. 
 
Lauren has been a creative, budget-oriented and goal-driven part time member of Arts and Events Division, 
and we look forward to working with her in her newly expanded role as a full time staff member.    
  
Shellie Williams joins the City as the new Arts Administrator in the Arts and Events Division of the Parks, 
Recreation and Culture Department.  Shellie will manage the programs and daily operations of the Arts Barn, 
and head up the Art in Public Places program.    
  
Shellie has been with the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County for the last eight years, serving 
as their Deputy Director since 2010.   Prior to that, she worked with various museums including Princeton 
University Art Museum, Smithsonian Affiliations and the South Carolina Federation of Museums.   
  
Shellie earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Fine Arts from the Ringling School of Art and Design and a 
Masters degree in Art History from Florida State University.    She lives in Silver Spring with her family.  
  
Shellie’s experience and expertise, professionalism and extensive contacts in the Region's arts community will 
be a tremendous benefit to the City.  
  
Please join me in welcoming Lauren Neal and Shellie Williams to the City of Gaithersburg.    
  
  
  
 
 


